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UNDERSTANDING INDIA
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FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR (2023-24 onwards)



Pondicherry University

NEP- Understanding India

Course Overview:

The course aims at enabling the students to acquire and demonstrate the knowledge and
understanding of contemporary India with its historical perspective, the basic framework of the
goals and policies of national development, and the constitutional obligations with special
emphasis on constitutional values and fundamental rights and duties. The course would also
focus on developing an understanding among students of Indian society, Indian knowledge
systems and cultural heritage.

Course Objective and Outcome:

The course aims at making the students understand India from global, national and local
perspectives. A student would be able to understand India in geographical, historical, social,
cultural and political settings. At the end of the semester, the students will be able to appreciate
the multicultural and multifaceted nature of India.

Unit I: Geography of India

o India on the map of the world and its neighbouring countries
o Geographical diversities
Unit II History of India

e India’s Freedom Struggle
¢ An introduction to Indian knowledge systems

Unit III: Communicating Culture

e Oral narratives: Myths, tales and folklore

e Introduction to the Tribal Cultures of India
Unit IV: Indian Social Structure

e Continuity and change of the Indian Social Structure: Caste, Community, Class and
Gender

Unit V: Understanding Indian Polity

e The evolution of State in India: Nature and origin
e Interpretating India: Traditional, Modern and Contemporary
e Constitution as a living document
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